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CLUBS ON CAMPUS 

GUIDE TO STARTING OR RENEWING A STUDENT GROUP 

Guide to Student Group Recognition 

Many students will return to campus this fall with plans to participate in, lead, or start a student 

group. But, in many cases, navigating the road to student group recognition is no easy task, 

especially for Christian, conservative, or pro-life groups. This guide is intended to answer some of 

the questions about student group recognition and provide a basic roadmap for success. 

Student Groups 101: Rules, Rules, and More Rules 

First stop - check out the university policies that govern how to start or renew a student group. A 

good place to start is the student handbook. If in doubt, a student should contact the student 

activities office. Follow the instructions on how to start a group to a “t” and don’t miss any 

deadlines. Don’t give the university any excuse to deny the group recognition.  

Student Groups 201: Equal Access 

What if the university says it does not allow religious or pro-life groups, or that religious groups 

cannot use university buildings for meetings or access student fee funding? At a public college or 

university, the First Amendment protects the right to have a Christian or pro-life student group on 

equal terms as all the other groups on campus. It is unconstitutional for the university to 

discriminate because of viewpoint. Likewise, if the university allows other groups to use campus 

buildings or apply for student fee funding; all groups must be allowed this same right.  

Student Groups 301: Constitution and Bylaws 

One of the most critical things for a new group is to write a constitution and bylaws. These 

documents define, among other things, who can participate in the group, who can be a member, and 

who can be a leader. Some public universities try to require groups to accept any student as a 

member and leader, and call it “discrimination” if they don’t. This is a trap.  

The purpose of placing limits on who is eligible to lead or vote is to preserve the character of the 

group. For example, some Christian groups ask officers to lead Bible studies. Those groups require 

their officers to agree with a statement of faith or to demonstrate a commitment to the faith. Doing 

so helps ensure the officers will be good representatives of Christ and will be able to teach others in 

accordance with the beliefs of the group. Similarly, pro-life groups often require that members and 

leaders seek to protect all life from conception to natural death. This helps ensure that the group 

remains faithful to its mission. 
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Diversity does not mean allowing anyone to do anything in the group. A group’s individuality and 

commitment to a faith or cause adds diversity to campus and should be welcomed by the public 

university. 

Student Groups 401: Ask for Help  

Contact Alliance Defending Freedom with any questions about starting a student group or 

accessing campus resources. To do so, go to www.ADFLegal.org or call 1-800-835-5233. Alliance 

Defending Freedom has worked with many different student groups and is happy to help assist in 

navigating the process. 

http://www.alliancedefendingfreedom.org/

