Marriage By Design
The #1 action for Churches and Faith-based
Ministries to take now that the U.S. Supreme
Court is considering whether same-sex marriage
is required by the Constitution

Marriage By Design

Background:
In November 2014, the 6th Circuit Court of Appeals correctly upheld the peoples freedom to affirm
marriage as the union of one man and one woman. The U.S. Supreme Court agreed to hear the case
and rule on marriage nationally. The Court will issue a ruling this summer, with the possibility that the
Court will mandate same-sex marriage in all 50 states.
Regardless of what the Court rules, the #1 most important thing for you and your church to do
now is to add the definition of marriage to your church or ministry’s bylaws.

Why?
A church does not need to commit every detail of
doctrine to writing. But marriage warrants special
inclusion in church bylaws, statements of faith, or
other policy documents because the definition of
marriage is hotly debated at the intersection of law,
faith, and culture. A statement on marriage clarifies
the church’s beliefs about marriage—both for the
congregation and the culture—and serves as the
starting point for any church decisions related to
marriage and human sexuality.
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Other Benefits?
In some cases it has actually helped churches
avoid lawsuits because their beliefs and doctrine
about marriage were well documented and not
simply a reaction to a particular request made by
a person or couple.
It places your church or ministry in a more legally
defensible position should your theology or
doctrinal beliefs about marriage be called into
question in a lawsuit.

How We Can Help
Alliance Defending Freedom and our network of allied attorneys are
available if you need legal assistance or have any questions. Contact
us at 1-800-835-5233 or info@alliancedefendingfreedom.org.
Want to know what else you can do to protect your church or
ministry from legal attacks? Get your free copy of Protecting
Your Ministry, a legal guide for churches, Christian Schools, and
Christian ministries.
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HERE’S WHAT other

denominations and
churches HAVE DONE:

Southern Baptist Convention Summary of Faith
“God has ordained the family as the foundational institution of human society. It is composed of
persons related to one another by marriage, blood, or adoption.
Marriage is the uniting of one man and one woman in covenant commitment for a lifetime. It is God’s
unique gift to reveal the union between Christ and His church and to provide for the man and the
woman in marriage the framework for intimate companionship, the channel of sexual expression
according to biblical standards, and the means for procreation of the human race.
The husband and wife are of equal worth before God, since both are created in God’s image. The
marriage relationship models the way God relates to His people. A husband is to love his wife as
Christ loved the church. He has the God-given responsibility to provide for, to protect, and to lead his
family. A wife is to submit herself graciously to the servant leadership of her husband even as the
church willingly submits to the headship of Christ. She, being in the image of God as is her husband
and thus equal to him, has the God-given responsibility to respect her husband and to serve as his
helper in managing the household and nurturing the next generation.
Children, from the moment of conception, are a blessing and heritage from the Lord. Parents are to
demonstrate to their children God’s pattern for marriage. Parents are to teach their children spiritual
and moral values and to lead them, through consistent lifestyle example and loving discipline, to
make choices based on biblical truth. Children are to honor and obey their parents.”
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Free Methodist Church
“Principles Regarding Marriage Nature of Marriage: At creation God instituted marriage for the well
being of humanity (Genesis 2:20-24; Mark 10:6-9). Marriage is the joining of one man and one
woman into a lifelong relationship which the Scriptures call “one flesh.” Sexual intercourse is God’s
gift to humanity, for the intimate union of a man and woman within marriage. In this relationship, it
is to be celebrative (Hebrews 13:4).
Marriage, between one man and one woman, is therefore the only proper setting for sexual intimacy.
Scripture requires purity before and faithfulness within and following marriage. Likewise, it condemns
all unnatural sexual behavior such as incestuous abuse, child molestation, homosexual activity and
prostitution (1 Corinthians 6:9; Romans 12:6-27).
We hold that marriage can only be the union of “one man and one woman” who have made a public
covenant and vow before God and the state (Genesis 2:20- 24; Mark 10:6-9). Therefore, it would be
a breach of the doctrine of our church for ministers or members of the Free Methodist Church to
conduct the marriage or blessing of a union between a same-sex or same gender couple. In light
of our beliefs, ministers and members of the Free Methodist Church shall not perform marriages or
unions of same-sex or same-gender couples.
We hold that our congregations are stewards of the
church property. Performing a marriage or blessing
between a same-sex or same-gender couple in
any Free Methodist Church building or on any
Free Methodist property would be a violation of
consecrated Free Methodist property. Therefore,
such blessings or marriages may not be performed
at Free Methodist churches or on Free Methodist
properties.
Further, we believe that marriage the Free Methodist
Church deems doctrinally acceptable, legal and
appropriate should be safeguarded and supported by
both the church and society and should be formalized
with public vows. It is not enough for a couple to live
together in private commitment; we believe that they
are to covenant before God and the state.”
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Wesleyan Church
“We believe that every person is created in the image of God, that human sexuality reflects that
image in terms of intimate love, communication, fellowship, subordination of the self to the larger
whole, and fulfillment. God’s Word makes use of the marriage relationship as the supreme metaphor
for His relationship with His covenant people and for revealing the truth that that relationship is of
one God with one people. Therefore God’s plan for human sexuality is that it is to be expressed only
in a monogamous lifelong relationship between one man and one woman within the framework of
marriage. This is the only relationship which is divinely designed for the birth and rearing of children
and is a covenant union made in the sight of God, taking priority over every other human relationship.”

Village Church
“It is the biblical position that marriage involves the
union of one man and one woman in permanent
sacred fidelity. Though various cultures and customs
have evolving definitions of marriage, it is God alone
who has ultimate authority to prescribe and describe
the marital relationship (Genesis 2:24, Matthew 19:19, Mark 10:1-12).”

Fellowship Bible Church
“We believe that God’s design in creating the first couple in a state of innocence and moral purity is
that marriage is to be between one man and one woman and that sexual relations are to be confined
to the bonds of marriage.”
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Billy Graham Evangelistic Association
“We believe God’s plan for human sexuality is to be expressed only within the context of marriage,
that God created man and woman as unique biological persons made to complete each other. God
instituted monogamous marriage between male and female as the foundation of the family and the
basic structure of human society. For this reason, we believe that marriage is exclusively the union
of one genetic male and one genetic female. Genesis 2:24; Matthew 19:5-6; Mark 10:6-9; Romans
1:26-27;1 Corinthians 6:9.”

Church of the Nazarene
“In biblical teaching, marriage is the commitment
of male and female to each other for life, reflecting
Christ’s sacrificial love for the Church. As such,
marriage is intended to be permanent, and divorce
an infraction of the clear teaching of Christ. Such
infractions, however, are not beyond the forgiving
grace of God when this is sought with repentance,
faith and humility. It is recognized that some have
divorce thrust upon them against their will . . . .”
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