
 

 

29th session of the Universal Periodic Review – Luxembourg 

 

Introduction 

 

1. Luxembourg must change its laws and policies concerning the sanctity of life, especially with 

respect to physician-assisted suicide.   

Euthanasia and assisted suicide 

 

2. Euthanasia and assisted suicide have been legal in Luxembourg since March 2009. 

Luxembourg still maintains criminal sanctions on euthanasia and assisted suicide performed 

outside the legal framework of the Act specifically permitting it. The Luxembourg government 

claims that this prevents abuses of the law. 

 

3. The conditions required under the law are that the request be made voluntarily by an adult, 

capable, and conscious patient, after reflection and with no external pressure, whom, at the 

time of the request, is in a “severe and incurable terminal medical situation, and has constant 

and unbearable physical or mental suffering without prospects of improvement. According to 

the Ministry of Health, the latter condition is a “subjective and personal question from the patient 

and depends on their personality, [their] pain perception threshold, their conceptions and their 

values:” for this reason, an authorization from a second doctor is required in addition to that of 

the treating doctor. 

 

4. While recognizing freedom of conscience on the part of doctors who are permitted to refuse to 

perform euthanasia or assisted suicide, as well as individual carers, the law denies that to 

hospitals, retirement homes, rehabilitation centres, and other institutions as they cannot prohibit 

their doctors from agreeing to perform euthanasia and assisted suicide when the conditions 

provided by the law are satisfied. As a result, it is possible that institutions operated by religious 

organisations or according to religious values would be forced to allow such procedures to take 

place under their auspices.   

Recommendations 

5. ADF International suggests the following recommendations be made to Luxembourg: 

a. Recognize the right to life from conception until natural death and the State’s duty and 

obligation to protect and defend this right; 

 

b. Repeal all laws which allow assisted suicide or euthanasia, acknowledging that there 

is no right to death under international law and that such practices violate the right to 

life; and 

 

c. Until the law on euthanasia and assisted suicide is repealed, ensure that no hospital, 

retirement home, care or rehabilitation facility, or other institution is required by law to 

allow or facilitate such procedures, especially in light of religious and moral values 

underpinning many organisations providing end-of-life care. 


